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PHILIPPINES
PHILIPPINES-- BRAZIL
DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS:
70 YEARS

PHILIPPINE EMBASSY CELEBRATES KALAYAAN 2016
WITH A FIESTA IN BRAZIL
The traditional Flag-Raising Ceremony and annual sportsfest, held on 12
June, kicked off the Philippine Embassy in Brasilia’s celebration of the 118th
Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence and, on 16
June, about 400 guests were treated to a “Philippine fiesta” during the
reception at the Clube da Aeronáutica in Brasilia.

This year's
celebration
also commemorated the
70 th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between
the
Philippines
and
Brazil.

Palarong Pilipino 2016 (p. 9)
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AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE

F

irst of all, I would like to thank
those who sent us their
feedback on the maiden issue
(December 2015) of our official
newsletter. Your kind words
encourage us to do even better in
our subsequent publications.

who has been teaching and promoting Filipino Martial
Arts in Brazil since 1976.
In spite of these changes, the aim of this newsletter
remains the same: to help our Kababayans, as well as
our colleagues in the Foreign Service, get acquainted
with the continuing efforts of the Embassy to elevate
the relationship of Brazil and the Philippines to a
higher plane. As always, we endeavor to make our
publication informative yet fun to read.

Thus, we are introducing some
changes in our newsletter starting with the name:
“Brinoy.” Brinoy stands for Brazilian Filipino. It is also
the title of Ms. Bessie Badilla’s music albums that
mixed Brazilian music and Filipino lyrics.

This edition of the official newsletter of the Philippine
Embassy in Brasilia comes with the special anniversary
magazine called “Setenta!” which celebrates 70 years of
Philippines-Brazil diplomatic relations from 1946 to
2016.

“Brinoy” is meant not only to highlight the
commonalities and differences between our two
cultures but how, as the “most Latin” country in Asia,
can the Philippines make use of its common Iberian
heritage with Brazil towards forging agreements and
programs that will be mutually beneficial to the
Filipinos and to the people from this side of the world.

Like the official newsletter, “Setenta!” highlights
selected milestones and significant events in our two
countries’ relations while providing interesting stories
about the Philippine and Brazilian cultures.
I hope that you will continue to enjoy reading our
publications.

We also incorporated in the layout and design the use
of patterns unique to each country: the Copacabana
calçadão (sidewalk) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the
t’nalak cloth of South Cotabato, Philippines.

Obrigado! (Thank you!)

Henceforth, we will feature prominent persons that
have contributed significantly to the promotion of the
Philippines and the improvement of bilateral relations
between the Philippines and Brazil and the other
countries under our jurisdiction. In this issue, we are
doing a profile on Mr. Herbert “Master Dada” Inocalla

DID YOU KNOW?

P

hilippine national hero
Dr. Jose Rizal (19 June
1861—30 December 1896) was
widely known for his many
talents and for his ability to
speak languages, at least 22
including Portuguese. Aside
from being a polymath, he is
regarded as the Father of
Philippine
Comics
for
Philippine Embassy Brasilia Officers and Staff :
contributing a fable entitled “Si Pagong at si
photo
photo--op at the Embassy compound where
Matsing” (The Turtle and the Monkey) in comic
a bust of Dr. Rizal stands
form to Trubner’s Record, a magazine that featured
Eastern literature. Published in 1885, the said
The Draco rizali
article is the very first known comic strip created by a Filipino. He also did comic
strips in Germany and while in exile in Dapitan, Philippines.
Also in Dapitan, he collected different kinds of animals, three of which were later
named after him: the Draco rizali (a type of lizard also calling flying dragon),
Apogonia rizali (a small beetle) and Rhacophorus rizali (a rare and previously
unknown tree frog). Muito bom, Dr. Rizal!
Sources: joserizal.ph; dennisvillegas.blogspot
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MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT BENIGNO AQUINO III
FOR THE 70 ANNIVERSARY OF PHILIPPINES
PHILIPPINES--BRAZIL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
TH

Volutpat mos at neque nulla lobortis dignissim conventio, torqueo, acsi rotomodo.
Feugait in obruo quae ingenium tristique elit
vel natu meus. Molior torqueo capio velit
loquor aptent ut lorem erat feugiat pneum
commodovel obruo mara genitus. Suscipit,
vicis praesent erat feugait epulae, validusindoles duis enim consequat genitus at. Sed,
conventio, aliquip accumsan adipiscing augue blandit minim abba oppeto blandit minim commoveo.
Enim neo velit adsum odio, multo, in commoveo quibus premo tamen erat huic. Occuro uxor dolore, ut at praemitto opto si sudo,
opes feugiat iriure validus. Sino lenis vulputate, valetudo ille abbas cogo saluto quod,
esse illum, letatio conventio. Letalis nibh
iustum transverbero bene, erat vulpu tate
enim dolore modo. Loquor, vulputate meus
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SOFTWARE
Monthly Picks

VISIT TO THE STATE OF MARANHÃO

COURTESY CALL ON THE

A

A

mbassador Jose D. R. Burgos
made an official visit to the
cities of Imperatriz and Governor
Edison Lobao, both in the State of
Maranhão on 11-14 January 2016.
The Ambassador and his party
also visited the Suzano Paper e
Celulose in Imperatriz that is
currently exporting paper and pulp
products to the Philippines, and a
leather factory and some fisheries
in the City of Governor Edison
Lobao. The Philippine delegation
also visited an orphanage, being a
special social project of Mayor
Sebastião Torres Madeira of the
City of Imperatriz. The delegation
was also treated to a cultural
presentation of a typical Brazilian
folk dance in Governor Edison
Lobao City.
In turn, the Philippine delegation
gave a video presentation on the
Philippines – highlighting its
transformation into a member of
Asia’s
Newly
Industrialized
Countries and projecting the many
reasons why the audience should
invest and visit the Philippines.
Both the Mayors of Imperatriz and
of
Governor
Edison
Lobao
welcomed the proposals and
indicated readiness to start a trade
mission to the Philippines.

Mayor Sebastian Madeira of the
City of Imperatriz [photo above], in
his welcome remarks, said that
Imperatriz is a city for business
with a knack for making things
happen.
Mayor
Madeira
noted
that
Ambassador Burgos was the third
Ambassador (after those of India
and Trinidad and Tobago) to visit
the city with the objective of
exploring trade opportunities in
the region.
Mayor Evaldo Viana of the City of
Governor Edison Lobao, on the
other hand, expressed interest in
launching trade cooperation and
the possible identification of
investment opportunities for his
city. ◊

s part of the celebrations to
mark the 70th Anniversary
of
PH-Brazil
Diplomatic
Relations this year and under
the ambit of Brazil-Philippines
Business Cooperation Forum
established in Brasilia on 22
October 2015, the Philippine
Embassy
in
Brasilia
is
organizing a Brazilian Business
Delegation to the Philippines
in November 2016.
In view of this, Philippine
Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos
met with Governor Marconi
Ferreira Perillo Junior of the
State of Goiás, Brazil on 28
January 2016 at the state capital
of Goiania to discuss plans to
send a Brazilian business
delegation to the Philippines led
by the Governor, among others.
With its GDP among the highest
in the country, Goiás is one of
the fastest growing states in
Brazil with an interesting mix of
agricultural,
industrial
and
services sectors.
The Philippines’ main imports
from Brazil, such as soybeans,
beef and iron, can be found in
Goiás. Moreover, the State has
gold, leather, precious and semiprecious stones all potentially
complementing the creative
industry and other businesses in
the Philippines.
The State of Goiás is known as
the second largest producer of
generic medicines in Brazil and
for its logistic management due
to its strategic location in the
center of the country. Other
industries in the state include
aviation
and
automotive
manufacturing. JBS, the largest
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MEETING WITH THE DEFENSE UNDERSECRETARY

GOVERNOR OF GOIÁS
meat processing company in the
world in terms of sales, was
established in Goiás. ◊

I

n connection with
his
official
consultation
meetings
in
the
Philippines in April
2016, the Philippine
Ambassador to Brazil
Jose D.R. Burgos met
with Undersecretary
of National Defense
Fernando I. Manalo.
During
the
said
meeting,
the
Ambassador
Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos, 2nd from left and
informed
Undersecretary of National Defense Fernando I.
Manalo, 3rd from left, pose for a photo with DND
Undersecretary
Officer and Staff.
Manalo, about the
Philippine Embassy
in Brasília’s efforts
interests.
Brazil's
growing
to develop further
defense industry is seen as an
areas of defense
alternative source for the AFP's
cooperation
Modernization
Program
between
the
especially for the Philippine Air
Philippines
and
Force.
Brazil to name a
Ambassador Burgos also took
few, the pending
the opportunity to express his
draft Philippinesgratitude to Defense Secretary
Brazil Agreement
Voltaire T. Gazmin for the
on
Defense
latter's efforts to enhance
Cooperation, the
Philippine-Brazil
defense
Philippine
Air
cooperation. ◊
Force's
aircraft

Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos and spouse,
Dra. Blesilda Mansilla Burgos, present a
bottle of Philippine mango rum liquor to
Governor Perillo.

acquisition from
Brazil's
aircraft
manufacturer
Embraer, the

West Philippine Sea among
others.

L-R: Third Secretary & Vice Consul Eric P. Valenzuela, Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos, Gov. Marconi Ferreira Perillo Junior, Dra.
Blesilda Mansilla Burgos, and Mr. Artur N. Santos, Jr., Manager
of Investment and International Cooperation Division
of the Goiás State .

The
Ambassador's
meeting
with
Undersecretary
Manalo signifies
the
continuing
efforts
of
cooperation
between the two
agencies
in
furtherance of the
country’s security
and
defense
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ERRATUM
In the Philippine Embassy
Newsletter, Issue No. 1,
December 2015, page 2, under
the title History of PH-Brazil
Relations and in the Philippine
Embassy souvenir magazine
Setenta!, June 2016, pages 2
and 3, the Brazilian special
envoy's correct name is Carlos
da Silva Martins Ramos,
instead of Carlos Silvério
Martins Ramos.

COTRIJAL AGRIBUSINESS FAIR, RIO GRANDE DO SUL

T

he Philippine Ambassador to
Brazil, Jose D.R. Burgos,
joined
more
than
30
Ambassadors
and
other
diplomats and businessmen
representing 70 countries from 4
continents in the Expodireto
Cotrijal Agribusiness Fair held in
Não-Me-Toque, State of Rio
Grande do Sul.
The
Expodireto
Cotrijal,
organized
by
Cotrijal
Agricultural
and
Industrial
Cooperative, is an agro-dynamic
fair of great relevance both at the
national and international level.
Hundreds of thousands of people
visit the fair every year.
In an atmosphere of great
optimism, local authorities as
well as officials from the Federal
Government gave their word of
appreciation
for
such
a
significant event. The President
of Cotrijal, Mr. Ney César
Mânica, coined an expression
that highlighted the great
expectation for the event saying:
“If the crisis gets in here, it turns
its back and walks away.” In fact,
the agribusiness in Brazil cannot
but grow.
Governor

José

Ivo

Sartori

thanked
the
international
delegation for honoring the
exhibit with their presence.
Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos
together with the international
delegation attended two events
in which a round of different
dances was performed by the
locals wearing their traditional
costumes: a show of European
culture preserved throughout
the years. Rio Grande do Sul is
a state where most inhabitants
are of German and Italian
descent.
Two days were not enough to
visit not even half of the
hundreds of booths that
occupy more than 80 hectares
of exhibition area.
To cap the
successful
trip,
Ambassador
Jose
D.R.
Burgos
together
with
the
Philippine
Honorary
Consul
General Dr.
Somchai
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Ansuj and the international
delegation attended a luncheon
at
the
FeComercio-RS
(Federation of Trade in Goods,
Services and Tourism of Rio
Grande do Sul) Headquarters
with the presence of local
businessmen with whom there
was
an
interchange
of
memorable experiences and
pleasantries.
Last but not the least, was a
visit to Palácio Piratini, the
Seat of the Government of the
State of Rio Grande do Sul
where
Governor
Sartori
welcomed the international
delegation of Ambassadors.
Ambassador Burgos took the
opportunity to greet the
Governor personally. ◊

BRAZIL
BRAZIL--PHILIPPINES BUSINESS COOPERATION FORUM

T

he Brazil-Philippines Business Cooperation Forum
(BPBCF) has reached its 4th Regular Meeting. In this edition,
held on 14 July 2016 at the Official Residence of H.E. Jose D.R.
Burgos, Philippine Ambassador
in Brasilia, Brazil, the attendees
came from business and government offices from the various
states in Brazil: Distrito Federal,
Goiás, São Paulo, Espirito Santo
and as far as Pernambuco which
is about 2,160 km away from Brasilia.
In attendance were former Senator and current President of the
Chamber of Commerce in Distrito Federal (FECOMERCIO-DF)
Adelmir Santana; Philippine
Consul General, a.h., Mr. Sergio
Kano; Philippine Consul General,
a.h., Dr. Celso Pimentel; Dr. William Leyser O’Dwyer, Executive
Superintendent
for
Foreign
Trade of the State of Goias; Mr.

Ambassador Burgos welcomes the attendees to the
4th Regular Meeting of the BPBCF.

Bruno Caetano Cassiano, Representative of Trade Minister Marcos Pereira and Secretary José
Renato Ruy Ferreira of the Division of Trade Operation and Promotion of the Ministry of External Relations, among others.
Ambassador Burgos reminded
the attendees that the target date
of November 2016 for the Brazilian business delegation to the
Philippines is fast approaching .

The proposed itinerary/program
will include courtesy calls on the
President of the Philippines, the
Vice President, the Brazilian Ambassador to the Philippines, the
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, the
Secretary of Trade and Industry,
business matching with Philippine business counterparts and
tours of Manila and nearby
cities. ◊

2nd Regular Meeting of the BPBCF
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HENERAL LUNA FILM SHOWING

T

he Philippine Embassy in
Brasília, Brazil held a film
showing of Heneral Luna at the
Centro Cultural de Brasília on 21 May
2016.
Around one hundred Brazilians and
members of the Filipino Community
attended the film showing.
In general, viewers called Heneral
Luna an excellent film with an
engaging story line. They said that
they appreciated the history of the
Philippines more after watching the
film.
The Heneral Luna film screening was
one of the run-up activities held in
commemoration
of
the
118th
Anniversary of the Proclamation of
Philippine Independence and the
70th
Anniversary
of
the
Establishment
of
Diplomatic
Relations between the Philippines
and Brazil.◊

L-R: Parents of Mr. Murillo, a student of the University of Brasília (1st to 3rd from left); Ms. Edith Gonzales (4th from left)
from the Philippine Honorary Consulate General in Caracas, Venezuela; Dra. Blesilda M. Burgos, wife of Ambassador Burgos;
Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos; Rev. Fr. Jose Carlos Brandi Aleixo, S.J., of the Centro Cultural de Brasília,
and Consul General Ariz Severino V. Convalecer.
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KALAYAAN 2016: FLAG
FLAG--RAISING CEREMONY

T

he traditional Flag-Raising Ceremony and annual sportsfest kicked off
the Philippine Embassy in Brasilia’s celebration of the 118th Anniversary of the
Proclamation of Philippine Independence on 12 June 2016 at the Embassy
grounds in Brasilia, Brazil.
Led by Philippine Ambassador to Brazil,
Jose D.R. Burgos, the Embassy personnel, members of the Filipino community
and special guests raised the Philippine
flag in the early Sunday morning followed by the recital of the Oath of Allegiance.
Ambassador Burgos and Consul General
Ariz Severino V. Convalecer also read
the National Day Messages of President Benigno S.
Aquino III and Foreign Affairs Secretary Jose Rene
D. Almendras, respectively. After the brief program, the guests were then treated to a customary
Filipino breakfast of tapsilog, pandesal and coffee.

Philippine Embassy Officers and Staff

A short Zumba exercise marked the opening of the
2nd Palarong Pinoy sa Brazil. Four teams vied for
trophies and medals in volleyball, badminton, tugof-war, sack race and Pinoy Henyo.
Zumba dance

In the end, the Yellow Team led by Dra. Blesilda
Mansilla Burgos bagged the over-all trophy. ◊
Pinoy
Pinoy Henyo
Henyo

Volleyball

Sack Race

Tug
Tug--of
of--War
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The Champions

KALAYAAN 2016 CELEBRATE

A

bout 400 guests from the diplomatic corps, the Filipino
Community and the Brazilian government, including the Ministry of
External Relations, attended the reception hosted by the Philippine
Ambassador to Brazil, Jose D.R. Burgos, and the officers and staff of the
Philippine Embassy in Brasilia.
The attendees were treated to a
“Philippine fiesta” complete with
bahay kubo, cultural presentations,
Filipino delicacies including lechon,
colorful banderitas (buntings) and
other fiesta-themed decors.

Guest of Honor
Senator Ana Amelia Lemos

The Guest of Honor was Senator
Ana Amelia Lemos from the
State of Rio Grande do Sul. Senator Ana Amelia is the Vice Chairman
of the Senate Committee on
Education, Culture and Sports
and a member of the Brazilian
delegation at the Mercosur
Parliament. In 2012, she was
among the three first-term
Senators that had a high approval rating of their projects
in the Senate.
After the brief program, the
guests were then treated to a
customary Filipino breakfast
tapsilog, pandesal and coffee.

Interview with UNTV

Ary Norton de Murat Quintella, Acting Undersecretary General for Policy II, Ministry of External Relations,
Brazil; Mr. Gerson Carrion de
Oliveira, Vice President of Finance
and Internal Controls of Brazilian
Postal Corporation (Correios) and
Philippine Honorary Consuls General Mr. Francisco Rodrigues da
Silva Filho (Manaus) and Dr. Somchai Ansuj (Porto Alegre).

“It is inspiring to remember and
honor the men and women who
sacrificed their lives for the
freedom of the Filipinos. It is all
about freedom, one of the most
important human rights!”
Senator Ana Amelia Lemos

of

Other special guests included Commander of the Brazilian Navy Admiral Eduardo Barcellar Leal Ferreira;
the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps
Apostolic Nuncio Dom Giovanni
D’Aniello (photo above); Minister
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ED WITH A FIESTA IN BRAZIL
In line with the 70th Anniversary of
the Establishment of Diplomatic
Relations between the Philippines
and Brazil, the Brazilian Postal Corporation (Correios) issued a Special
Stamp Canceller featuring two birds
of great importance to the biodiversity of the respective countries: the
Philippine Eagle and Brazil’s
Crowned Eagle. The Philippine Embassy in Brasilia also published and
distributed the Anniversary Magazine entitled “Setenta!.”
From cocktails to dinner, the guests
enjoyed the various Filipino delicacies starting with lumpiang shanghai, kwek-kwek, chicken barbecue,
turon, pichi-pichi, puto and biko
each served on banana leaves and
bilao (woven tray).

Philippine Embassy Officers and Staff

The Stamp Canceller

Dinner included beef morcon, pancit, chicken adobo, fish and tofu
highlighted by fiesta favorite lechon.
Ube ice cream, halo-halo and sans
rival were served as desserts. For
refreshments, the guests enjoyed
sago’t gulaman, buko pandan and
San Miguel Beer.

Amb. Burgos with Mr. Gerson Carrion de Oliveira of
Correios during the launching of the Stamp Canceller

Pandanggo sa Ilaw

Other Philippine companies who
supported the event were Mama Sita
and Philippine Airlines who also
had their display booths alongside
the banderita-filled food booths.
To complete the fiesta theme of this
year’s celebration, some members of
the Filipino Community and a Brazilian guest performed “Pandanggo
sa Ilaw” choreographed by Professor
Barbara S.B. Bomfim, a Filipina married to a Brazilian. Before the said
dance number, Totus Tuus Choir, a
Brazilian choral group of children
age 8 to 13, sang two Filipino songs,
“Bayan Ko” and “Sa Kabukiran,” and
two Brazilian songs, “Aquarela do
Brasil” and “Garota de Ipanema.”
Totus Tuus Choir, with founder Mr.
Paulo Bittencourt and Choir Master
Felipe Ramos, is the same group
that held a benefit concert for the
Filipino victims of Typhoon Yolanda
(Haiyan) in 2013. ◊
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Totus Tuus Choir

MEETING WITH THE BRAZILIAN MILITARY

T

o explore the possibility of
greater
cooperation
between the Philippine and
Brazilian
defense
corps,
Philippine Ambassador
to
Brazil Jose D.R. Burgos met
with the Chiefs of the three
branches of Brazilian Armed
Forces.
AIR FORCE
The first to receive the
Ambassador was Lieutenant
Brigadier (General) Nivaldo
Luiz Rossato, Commander of
the Brazilian Air Force, on 16
February.

Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos with
General Nivaldo Luiz Rossato

of visit of Air
Force
officials
from
both
countries
to
further
expand
cooperation and
deepen ties in
areas of mutual
concern. He also
mentioned
the
possibility
of
Brazilian
Air
Force
officials
joining the AFP
Command and
Photo
Photo--op at the lobby of the Air Force’s Office.
In
the
background,
the 14
14--Bis, a pioneer biplane designed and
Staff
College
built
by
Brazilian
aviator Alberto Santos
Santos--Dumont.
(GSC) program
and the Master
Burgos and discuss ways to
of
National
Security
expand cooperation between the
Administration
(MNSA)
armies of the Philippines and
Program of the National Defense
Brazil.
College of the Philippines
(NDCP).
In particular, General Villas Boas
stressed that Brazil’s biggest
problem
is
widespread
ARMY
criminality brought about by
Ambassador Burgos met with
rampant drug smuggling and
General Eduardo Dias da Costa
drug use. He said that the
Villas Boas, Commander of the
Brazilian
Federal
Police
Brazilian Army on 17 February
estimates that around 80% of all
2016.
crimes committed in Brazil are
drug-related. In this regard, he
General Villas Boas, who visited
proposed that Brazil and the
the Philippines in 1994 as Brazil’s
Philippines
conclude
na
Defense Attaché stationed in
agreement
on
anti-drug
Beijing,
welcomed
the
trafficking cooperation.
opportunity to meet Ambassador

General Rossato informed
Ambassador Burgos that the
Brazilian Air Force is willing to
offer training to Philippine Air
Force officials and pilots, from
company grade to more senior
levels, particularly on flight
security and air traffic control.
Said training would last
between six months to a year,
and would involve the sending
of Brazilian trainers to the
Philippines.
For his part, Ambassador
Burgos proposed the exchange

L-R: First Secretary and Consul General Mr. Ariz Convalecer, Interpreter Rosamari F. Candido, Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos, General Eduardo Dias da Costa
Villas Boas and Col. Carlos Henrique Guedes
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OFFICIALS: AIR FORCE, ARMY AND NAVY
General Villas Boas also
expressed
interest
in
conducting
joint
Jungle
Warfare Training between the
Philippine
and
Brazilian
armies.
He
informed
Ambassador Burgos that jungle
warfare training in Brazil is
conducted in the Amazon
rainforest.
For his part, Ambassador
Burgos praised the Brazilian
Army for its readiness even in
non-combat situations, such as
disasters and emergencies. He
cited the significant role played
by the Army in Operation Zika
Zero,
Brazil’s
nationwide
campaign to stamp out the
breeding grounds of the Aedis
aegypti mosquito which carries
the Zika virus.
NAVY
On 23 March 2016, it was the
Navy’s turn.
The Chief Admiral Eduardo
Bacellar Leal Ferreira said that
the
Brazilian
Navy
is
responsible not only for the

Navy: Welcome ceremony to Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos.

training of naval officers, but
also of merchant marine officers
and sailors. Brazil has merchant
marine training packages, which
he offered to Filipino mariners.
The training, however, is
conducted in Portuguese.
For his part, Ambassador Burgos
proposed that the Brazilian Navy
send some of its middle senior
naval officials (Commander to
Captain in rank) to attend the
Master in National Security
Administration (MNSA) course

offered by the National Defense
College of the Philippines
(NDCP). ◊

Brazilian Armed Forces’ logo

Exchange of pleasantries: Ambassador Burgos with the Commanders of Air Force, Army and Navy
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON SOCIAL POLICIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

T

he Philippine Embassy led by
Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos, joined 68
other countries, including 40 international
delegations that travelled to Brazil, in the
11th International Seminar on Social Policies
for Development held in Cullinan HPlus
Premium Hotel in Brasilia, Brazil on 10-13
May 2016.
The participants learned about the evolution
of Brazilian social policies from Bolsa Familia
to the Brazil Without Extreme Poverty, the
Unified Registry, policies on Food and
Nutrition Security which includes school feeding,
public purchase from smallholder farmers and
access to water, the Unified Social Assistance
System, how monitoring and information
management is done in Brazil, and other topics.

The seminar was organized by the Brazilian
Ministry of Social Development and Fight
Against Hunger (MDS) with the support of the
Centre of Excellence against Hunger of the World
Food
Programme,
the
United
Nations
Organization for Food and
Agriculture (FAO), the Union
of South American Nations
(UNASUR) and the Brazil
Learning Initiative for a
World
without
Poverty
(WWP).
The International Seminar has
been organized by the MDS
over the years in order to
respond to constant requests
of
foreign
delegations
interested to learn about
Brazil's social programs. ◊

NATIONAL ELECTIONS 2016

T

he Philippine Embassy in Brasilia, Brazil
successfully conducted the counting and
canvassing of votes for the 2016 Philippine National
Elections on 09 May 2016 at the Chancery.
The Embassy, which adopted the postal mode of
voting, received 237 votes out of 586 registered
overseas voters in Brazil for a high turnout of
40.4%. Filipinos
from
Suriname
and Guyana were
also able to send
their votes in time
for the official
counting
and
canvassing. ◊
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WORLD WATER FORUM KICK
KICK--OFF MEETING

o

n 27-29 June 2016, the
Philippine Embassy
in
Brasília participated in the KickOff Meeting in preparation for
the 8th World Water Forum to
be held in 2018 in Brasilia.
Organized every three years, the
World Water Forum is the
largest water-related event in the
world, aimed at putting the issue
of
water
firmly
on
the
international agenda. With the
theme: “Sharing Water,” the 8th
World Water Forum will be held
in the Southern Hemisphere for
the first time ever.
Governor Rodrigo Rollemberg of
Brazil’s
Federal
District
welcomed the 800 participants
from 55 countries. The kick-off
meeting marked the beginning of
a two-year preparatory process

Second Secretary and Consul (2nd from right) Eric P. Valenzuela
and Political/Economic Assistant Ms. Rosa Maria F Candido engage
the participants from other countries during the Breakout
Sessions of the 8th World Water Forum Kick
Kick--Off Meeting

which will lead all the
way up to the Forum to
be held on 18-23 March
2018, co-organized by
the
World
Water
Council together with
the
Brazilian
Government.
Foremost in the minds
of the organizers of the
event was shaping the
8th
World
Water
Forum
to
support
lasting improvements
in managing water in line with
the Sustainable Development
Goals and the Paris Climate
Agreement.
Thus, the participants were
tasked to discuss and propose
the most pressing thematic
issues and processes that the
Forum should address to further
refine the overall framework of
the 8th World Water
Forum.
The
Philippine
interventions that were
adopted by the groups
during
the
breakout
sessions of the kick-off
meeting included the topics
of
climate
adaptation,
especially for the most
vulnerable nations like the
15

Philippines, the use of the
Green Climate Fund to support
research, data management
and the application of smart
technologies in developing
countries, benchmarking of
best practices and estabilishing
a network of parliamentarians
in the context of Clean Water
Act and related legislation. ◊

Governor Rollemberg (center) with the World
Water Council President (left) and Brazilian
Water Agency President

ARNIS IN THE LAND OF

L

in the street. There have been many
jiu-jitsu practitioners who got killed
by robbers. I personally know someone who is a jiu-jitsu master but
became wheelchair-bound because
he fought with thieves and one of
them shot him with a gun. I tell
them, street fight is “hit and run.”
Like the Filipino way, they have to
think always that their opponents
have blade in their hands. You have
to think that way so you do not become a victim in the street because
you spend a lot of time in the
streets.

ike the art that he has been
teaching for decades, Mr. Herbert Villafria Inocalla, more popularly known in Brazil as Master (or
Mestre in Portuguese) Dada, is your
unassuming, soft-spoken uncle or
neighbor who, given the right moment, transforms into a grizzled
warrior with swift and accurate
movements that belie his age.
Master Dada, who hails from Labo,
Camarines Norte in eastern Philippines, is the progenitor of Filipino
Martial Arts (FMA) in Brazil, a
country known for its love of martial arts, perhaps second only to
football, and which has produced
numerous champions in the UFC/
MMA.
The Philippine Embassy visited the
respected “punong guro” in his gym,
Academia Magka-Isa in Asa Norte
(North Wing), Brasilia for an interview.

Philippine Embassy: When did
you arrive in Brazil and why did
you decide to stay?
Master Dada: When I was studying
in Mapua (in Manila), I started doing yoga and then decided to become a monk like my brother. So I
went to India and Nepal to train.
Then I went to Europe and later to
Argentina where I stayed for a while
as an Ananda Marga monk. A Brazilian met me in Argentina and invited me to come to Brazil. I arrived
in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 1974. I
liked the Brazilians, they were
friendly. Having met my wife in Brazil, I left the life of a monk and settled in Brasilia in 1976. I set up my
martial arts gym and called it

“Magka-Isa,” which means to unite
the people, to unite the mind and
body, the emotions and the spirit, to
become one.
How was it like during your first
years in Brazil? What was the
first reaction of Brazilians to
FMA?
To earn a living, I taught
karate lessons to Brazilians
having trained with the
Philippine master Orlando
Gonzales before becoming a
monk. There were very few
schools in Karate in Brasilia
then. I started with Karate
and Tai-ichi, I was into Japanese and Chinese cultures
but decided to teach Arnis
after
meeting
with
Grandmaster (Remy) Presas
in Canada. Then I had three
French students in karate whom I
asked to help me put up my own
academy (gym). The Brazilians
knew nothing about FMA. It started
slowly. Then the number of students gradually increased until I had
to give classes day and night.
Jiu-jitsu and Capoeira are very
popular among Brazilians. How
do you entice them to try FMA?
FMA is complementary; it can go
well with other disciplines. I also
talk to the Brazilians about reality.
For example, as I observe, jiu-jitsu
creates muscle memory to grab then
to bring the opponent to the
ground. I tell them this is good in
the school and in the ring, but not
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When we teach FMA to Brazilians,
it is a holistic approach. We train
the mind and the body. We also tell
them that if they could avoid violence, that is the first and best option. So we teach them to use the
magic words “Sorry,” “Thank you,”
“Please,” so that the chance of getting into a fight is minimized.
How many FMA schools are there
in Brazil? Where do the Brazilians who teach FMA get their
training?
In Rio Grande do Sul, we have
almost 15 schools (Porto Alegre,
Santa Maria, Caixas, Gramado,
Canela, etc.). Rio de Janeiro has two
schools, São Paulo about 10. These
are martial arts schools for other
disciplines then make a separate
class for FMA. Now there are also
schools in Brazil which teach other
systems of FMA like Pekiti Tirsia
Kali. Usually, other Brazilian instructors (who teach other disciplines) would approach us to give
seminars in their cities or to train
them to teach FMA in their schools.
You use Filipino words with your
students. Is this a common practice among FMA schools outside
the Philippines?
We are multicultural, we have Spanish and English words, among others, plus the dialects. So I decided to
go back to our own, official language and used it in teaching my
students. By being familiar with
some Tagalog words, the students
become curious and study other

JIU
JIU--JITSU AND CAPOEIRA

words and phrases like “Magandang
umaga po.” They begin to study
about the Philippines beyond FMA.
We promote not only the martial
arts but the tradition, culture and
tourism of the Philippines.
How often do you go around
giving seminars all over Brazil?
Any invitations from military
organizations in Brazil?
Majority of our seminars are for military organizations in Brazil like the
Presidential Guard, Força Nacional,
Federal Police, jail guards, civilian
police, army, etc. and their families.
We do not tell them that we are
better than Brazilian martial arts or
whatever discipline they were
trained in but we tell them that the
street is different. The fight in the
academy is different from the fight
in the ring and they are both different from the fight in the streets.
FMA is very practical and efficient
in the streets.

Brazilian policemen have no training against knives and similar weapons. Brazil has no “blade culture.”
Many Brazilians die each year from
kitchen knife. If you know how to
use and defend against knives and
sticks, it is a great equalizer, you are
already secure. The Brazilians saw
the simplicity and effectiveness of
FMA.

act in a Brazilian movie entitled
“Ratão.” During the audition they
asked me if I could use the bamboo
poles as weapon. I said yes and
showed them. But I told them it is
impractical because the poles are
too long so I gave a demonstration
of Sinawali (the signature doublestick weaving movement) and they
loved it.

What is your opinion on why
there is
practically no FMA
practitioner in MMA?

What is the future of FMA in
Brazil?

FMA is already “mixed martial arts”
in itself. Chris Weidman who defeated the legendary Brazilian
champion Anderson Silva practiced
FMA.* Eliminating the hands and
the legs are common in FMA so it
was not surprising when Weidman
broke Silva’s leg.
Why is FMA very popular in Hollywood action movies? You and
your brother Shishir also acted in
movies, right?
It is simple and effective, with
weapons, some of which are improvised, or with empty hands .
Even Korean films are now using
FMA and the karambit knife.
My brother Shishir, who also
teaches FMA in Canada, appeared in many movies and TV
shows in Hollywood. His biggest
break was playing the role of
Michelangelo of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (in 1992).
Through FMA, I was also able to
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The future of FMA in Brazil is
bright. My brother and I travelled
recently around Brazil to do seminars, trainings and belt examinations. It is good because we complement the existing martial arts of the
Brazilians. At the same time, we
promote the Philippine culture and
tourism. Every year, we send the
Brazilian students to the Philippines.
By the way, if you don’t mind,
how old are you now?
I’m 65 yrs old. ◊
Note: Former UFC Champion Chris
Weidman trains under Ray Longo who
trained under the famous FilipinoAmerican master Dan Inosanto.
Full text of the interview is available on
www.philembassybrasilia.org.
ACADEMIA MAGKA-ISA
Bloco F - Loja 06, SCLRN 704 - Asa
Norte, Brasília-DF - CEP: 70730-536
Phone: +55 61 3326-1132

WOMEN’S MONTH CELEBRATION 2016

O

n 19 March 2016, the Embassy of the Philippines in Brasília, together with the Filipino Community in
Brasília and some Brazilian friends, celebrated National Women’s Month with a simple gathering at
the Embassy.

The program highlights consisted of a seminar on basic self-defense techniques for women conducted by
Mestre Herbert “Dada” Inocalla, an Arnis teacher in Brazil since 1976 and a lecture on basic women’s rights
under Brazilian law by Dr. Luna Borges Pereira Santos, a lawyer and Professor of Law from the University of
Brasília.
The Embassy also seized the opportunity to conduct a simulation on the voting procedure for the Philippine
elections. ◊

Ambassador Jose D.R. Burgos awards a Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. Luna Borges (left) and to “Master Dada” Inocalla
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WORLD HERITAGE SITES

A

World Heritage Site is a classified landmark which has been officially recognized by the UNESCO on
the basis of having cultural, historical, scientific or some other form of significance. UNESCO regards
these sites as being important to the collective interests of humanity and are legally protected by
international treaties.
In Brazil, there are 20 World Heritage Sites with its most recent site, the Pampulha Modern Ensemble,
declared in July 2016. Incidentally, both the first (Ouro Preto) and the most recent World Heritage Sites in
Brazil happen to be located in the same state, Minas Gerais.
While the historic town of Ouro Preto is the first site in Brazil declared as a World Heritage Site in 1980,
the first Brazilian site recognized for its natural significance is the famous Iguaçu National Park which
shares with Argentina one of the most impressive waterfalls in the world, the Iguaçu (In
(in Spanish, Iguazu)
Falls, and is home to many endangered species. The waterfalls from the Argentine and Brazilian sides
together form the largest waterfalls system in the world.
The Iguaçu National Park was inscribed as a Natural Heritage of Humanity on 17 November 1986 in Paris,
and is one of the largest forest preservation areas in South America.

On the other hand, the Philippines currently has six World Heritage Sites, of which three are cultural and
the other three are natural. It is also worth mentioning that the first Philippine site inscribed, the Baroque
Churches, are composed of four distinct sites in the Philippines: Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Iloilo and Manila.
The Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras have the distinction of being among the first locations to
be inscribed under the World Heritage Site’s cultural landscape category, which refers to cultural
properties that represent the combined works of nature and of man.
According to UNESCO`s World Heritage Convention website, the Rice Terraces of the Philippine
Cordilleras, collectively, is an “outstanding example of an evolved, living cultural landscape” and the
Philippine ancestors’ “priceless contribution to humanity.”
The terraces are located in the remote areas of the Philippine Cordillera mountain range on the northern
island of Luzon. While the historic terraces cover an extensive area, the inscribed property consists of five
clusters of the most intact and impressive terraces, located in four municipalities. They are all the product
of the Ifugao ethnic group.
Rising, on the average, 1,500 meters above sea level, the Ifugao Rice Terraces illustrate a persistence of
cultural traditions and remarkable continuity and endurance as they have been built 2000 years ago with
knowledge passed on from generation to generation.
Indeed, the Philippine rice terraces “create a landscape of great beauty that expresses the harmony
(Source: http://whc.unesco.org)
between humankind and the environment.” (Source:
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Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras
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